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REF (A) USUN 1064, (B) STATE 74812 

1 . NIGERIAN VIEW OF SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR ACTIVITY TENDS 
TO BE EMOTIONAL AND ILL-INFORMED. SEAN MCBRIDE SPEECH AT 
ANTI- APARTHEID CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE INTER ALIA ALLEGED 
THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS TESTED BOMB AND THAT SAG ACHIEVED ITS 
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NEW FOUND CAPACITY WITH AID FROM US, FRANCE AND WEST GERMANY 
TENDS TO BE ACCEPTED VIEW HERE INSOFAR AS ANYONE CONSIDERS 
PROBLEM. 

2. NIGERIANS UNLIKELY TO APPRECIATE THE NUANCES OF PEACEFUL 
VERSUS MILITARY APPLICATIONS OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOBY. IN 
CONVERSATIONS LAST SEPTEMBER WITH OFFICERS OF NIGERIAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (NIIA, QUASI-GO VERNMENTAL 
FOREIGN POLICY THINK TANK) PREPARING A "REPORT" ON SOUTH 
AFRICAN NUCLEAR CAPABILITY, IT WAS LCEAR THAT THEY HAD NO 
AWARENESS OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NUCLEAR REACTORS AND 
THE ABILITY TO MAKE AN ATOMIC BOMB. MOREOVER, THEIR 
EMOTIONAL COMMITMENT WAS SO STRONG THAT THEY HAD NO INTEREST 
IN LEARNING THE DIFFERENCE WHEN IT CONCERNED SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. WE CONCUR WITH USUN (REF A) THAT A SUCCESSFUL APPROACH 
TO NIGERIA ALONE WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE SUFFICIENT GIVEN 
LINGERING FRANCOPHONE RESENTMENT OVER NIGERIA'S SC ELECTION 
AND WITH IMPLIED IUDGMENT (REF B) THAT NIGERIA ACTING 

OUT OF IGNORANCE OF TRUE SITUATION. WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
MUCH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED IN LAGOS IN ADVANCE OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S VISIT. THERE ARE ONLY THREE NIGERIANS WHO MIGHT 
FOLLOW ISSUE WITH ANY SERIOUSNESS, COMMISSIONER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS GARBA, AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN AT UN AND MEA DIRECTOR 
OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT AMBASSADOR SANU. 
AS DEPARTMENT AWARE SANU IS DEEPLY INVOLVED ON A DAILY 
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BASIS WITH ARRANGEMENTS FOR PRESIDENT CARTER S VISIT TO 
NIGERIA AND COMMISSIONER GARBA IS SIMILARLY INVOLVED WITH 
A MULTILATERAL MEETING DISCUSSED IN SEPARATE TELEGRAMS. 
THEREFORE, INCLUDING ITEM IN PRESIDENT'S BRIEFING BOOK AS 
SUGGESTED REF A PROBABLY BEST APPROACH. 

4. WE AGREE THAT OBASANIO'S RESPONSE IS LIKELY TO 
BE AS DESCIBED IN PARA 5 REF A. PROPOSED RESPONSE BY 
PRESIDENT IS ALSO APPROPRIATE BUT WE FEEL THAT UNLESS 
PRESIDENT IS ABLE TO OBTAIN A COMMITMENT FROM OBASANIO 
ON ISSUE, IT IS UNLIKELY FMG WILL BE RESPONSIVE TO A 
LATER BRIEFING BY A SENIOR OFFICIAL. 

EASUM 
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